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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Aquatic 'Vegetation Issues In Martin' &

St. Lucie Counties

Structures and canals where J‘-Xz;‘)Ext_\‘
significant aquatic vegetation ' ’
accumulation occurs in Martin
and & St. Lucie Counties:

C-25 Extension
C-25
S-99
S-49
S-97

=20 @-——om . Ft. Pierce
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT

Impacts to Drainage

Obstructions like
floating vegetation,
that is not promptly
removed, can result in
blockage of canals and
structures which can
lead to flooding.

Floating vegetation
discharged to coastal
estuaries can have
negative impacts to
water quality and
marine life.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Impacts to Drainage

Structure Structure
S-99 in the S-97 in the
C-25 Canal C-23 Canal
looking looking
west. west.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Additional Drainage Infrastructure

Hundreds of miles of il [SPeH 4
privately owned and - B o e ek ) ,?,;:_
operated canals e A f’ff".”.’_' |
discharge to the | s Ml :
District system

(Secondary Inflows).
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Secondary Inflows

Vegetation being discharges to the District Canals from private canals such
as the C-25 Extension
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Secondary Inflows

Once the rains start vegetation
IS broken loose causing it to
discharge into the District
Canals from private canals -
such as the C-25 Extension. o
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Flood Control Maintenance

Background:

. C-25 Canal provides flood control for
approximately 1/3 of St. Lucie County.
The C-25 Canal is approximately 17
miles long and flows west to east
ultimately discharging to the Indian
River Lagoon. Large amounts of
vegetation accumulates upstream of
the C-25 Canal in a privately own
canal known as the C-25 Extension.
During major rain events this
vegetation is often discharged to the
C-25 Canal.

Properly Maintained C-25 Canal Freeof Floating Vegetation
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

SFWMD Response

Mechanical Harvesting
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Impacts to Permitted Facilities

Severe damage to
bridge caused by
the extreme
pressure applied
by floating
vegetation, which

required removal
and replacement of
the bridge.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Vegetation Removal Summary

Vegetation Removal Totals for Significant Locations:
FY 19 C-25: 1671 Cubic yards
FY 20 C-25: 597 Cubic yards
FY 21 C-25: 620 Cubic yards
FY 21 C-25 Ext: 400 Cubic yards

Note: The cubic yards of secondary vegetation identified above was
removed from three locations on the C25, Turnpike Extension barrier, the
Y barrier and S-99 structure.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Aguatic Vegetation and Debris Issues In

Broward & Palm Beach Counties
Structures and canals where T e
significant aguatic vegetation
and debris accumulation occurs
In Broward and & Palm Beach
Counties:

S-155
G-56
G-16
C-14
C-12
G-15
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Aquatic Vegetation Accumulation at 'S -155
In the C ~-51 Canal
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Secondary Inflows to C -51 Canal
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Aquatic 'Vegetation Accumulation at'G -56
In the Hillsboro Canal
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT

Presenter: Rich Virgil, PE. 17



