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Front Provides Spike in January Rainfall Amounts 

Despite overnight rainfall boost, deficit remains for 2010-2011 dry season 
 

 
(Click on the map for a larger version.) 

 
West Palm Beach, FL — A fast-moving cold front that pushed across South Florida on 
Tuesday night provided much-needed rainfall to the region, with some areas receiving 
nearly 1.5 inches overnight. 
 

  

http://twitter.com/sfwmd�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_jpg/ma_2011_0126_rainfall_event.jpg�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/news


Rainfall for the last 24 hours averaged 1.11 inches across the 16-county region of the 
South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD). The Southwest Coast and the 
Kissimmee Basin recorded the highest rainfall totals over that time. 
 
With five days left in the month, January’s rainfall total now stands at 2.36 inches, 
which is 131 percent of the historical average for this point in the month. 
 
Lake Okeechobee received more than an inch of rain during the last 24 hours. The lake 
is currently 12.41 feet above sea level, or about two feet below its historical average for 
this time of year. 
 
The dry season remains in an overall rainfall slump, with 4.78 inches registered since 
the beginning of November, or only 74 percent of the historical average. The dry season 
was preceded by the driest October since the District began recordkeeping in 1932, with 
only 0.55 inches of rain for a deficit of more than 3 inches for the month. 
 
With a significant La Niña effect still in place, the long-term rainfall forecast calls for a 
continuation of drier-than-average conditions for the remainder of the dry season. The 
District continues to closely monitor water levels and is urging residents and businesses 
to conserve water and follow landscape irrigation conservation measures in effect. 
 
For a detailed breakdown of Tuesday’s rainfall by basin, click here. Water-savings tips 
and more information about irrigation limits by area are available at 
www.savewaterfl.com. 
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About the South Florida Water Management District 
The South Florida Water Management District is a regional, governmental agency that oversees the 
water resources in the southern half of the state – 16 counties from Orlando to the Keys. It is the 
oldest and largest of the state’s five water management districts. The agency mission is to manage 
and protect water resources of the region by balancing and improving water quality, flood control, 
natural systems and water supply. A key initiative is cleanup and restoration of the Everglades. 
 


