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To keep the public informed about dry conditions impacting much of Central and South Florida,
the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) is issuing the following briefing.

District-wide Conditions

The District’'s 16-county region experienced the driest October-to-February period since
recordkeeping began nearly 80 years ago. While regional rainfall for March was average,
April’s rainfall has so far been less than half of the historical average. Long-term forecasts
call for extreme dry conditions through the rest of the annual dry season.

DRY SEASON RAINFALL
Oct. 2, 2010 — April 25, 2011

9.54 inches

DRY SEASON RAINFALL DEFICIT
Oct. 2, 2010 — April 25, 2011

7.85 inches below average

LAKE OKEECHOBEE LEVEL
April 25, 2011

11.12 feet NGVD
2.64 feet below average

U.S. DROUGHT MONITOR

LATEST REPORT (map)

USGS GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS

LATEST REPORT (map)

Dry Season Rainfall by Basin (Oct. 2, 2010 — April 25, 2011)

BASIN RAINFALL DIFFERENCE
Upper Kissimmee 14.77 inches 3.11 inches below average
Lower Kissimmee 10.36 inches 5.11 inches below average
Lake Okeechobee 8.65 inches 6.57 inches below average
EAA East 8.20 inches 7.71 inches below average
EAA West 7.44 inches 8.66 inches below average
Water Conservation Areas 1 & 2 9.14 inches 9.07 inches below average
Water Conservation Area 3 6.93 inches 9.62 inches below average
Martin and St. Lucie Counties 9.46 inches 11.84 inches below average
Eastern Palm Beach County 9.19 inches 15.98 inches below average
Eastern Broward County 9.54 inches 11.75 inches below average
Eastern Miami-Dade County 11.52 inches 7.86 inches below average
East Caloosahatchee 9.05 inches 7.25 inches below average
Big Cypress Preserve 7.10 inches 8.99 inches below average
Southwest Coast 9.59 inches 6.84 inches below average

Click here for a map of basin locations.



http://drought.unl.edu/DM/DM_state.htm?FL,SE�
http://www.sflorida.er.usgs.gov/ddn_data/index.html�
http://my.sfwmd.gov/sfwmd/common/images/weather/rainareas.pdf�

Water Levels at Key Locations (as of April 22, 2011)

LOCATION WATER LEVEL KEY LEVELS OF CONCERN
Lake Istokpoga 38.62 feet 37.23 feet Water Supply Cut-off
WCA-1 14.46 feet 14.00 feet Regulation Schedule
WCA-2A 10.45 feet 11.00 feet Regulation Schedule
WCA-3A 7.48 feet 9.76 feet Regulation Schedule
C-23 Canal 19.57 feet 14.00 feet Water Supply Cut-off
C-24 Canal 19.00 feet 14.00 feet Water Supply Cut-off
C-25 Canal 17.63 feet 14.00 feet Water Supply Cut-off

Water Shortage Orders and Conservation Measures

Water Shortage Order — Landscape Irrigation

¢ Maodified Phase 11 restrictions, effective March 26, limit landscape irrigation to two days

per week throughout the District.
e Landscape irrigation using reclaimed water is not restricted under the order.
e Irrigation times vary by area:
o For Broward, Glades, Hendry, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Okeechobee, Palm
Beach and St. Lucie counties. Also for portions of Osceola County within the
SFWMD boundaries, the Town of Windermere in Orange County and cities within
Lee County except Cape Coral — Just the Facts
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Water Shortage Order — Golf Courses

Charlotte, Highlands and Polk counties — Just the Facts

Toho Water Authority Service Area (Osceola County) — Just the Facts
The City of Cape Coral — Just the Facts

Collier County, including the City of Naples — Just the Facts

Orange County except the Town of Windermere — Just the Facts
Unincorporated areas of Lee County — Just the Facts

e Modified Phase | restrictions, effective March 26, require a 15-percent cutback for golf

course irrigation in Broward, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe,
Okeechobee, Palm Beach and St. Lucie counties.

Water Shortage Order — Lake Okeechobee Service Area (LOSA)
e A water shortage order, effective March 26, requires a 15-percent reduction in surface

water withdrawals for all agricultural, nursery and diversion and impoundment users

within LOSA.

0 LOSA includes portions of Okeechobee, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Martin, Palm Beach
and St. Lucie counties, and the Everglades Agricultural Area and portions of the
Southern Indian Prairie Water Use Basin.



http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/order_2011_039_districtwide.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_landscape.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_polk_highlands.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_toho.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_capecoral.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_collier_naples.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_orange.pdf�
http://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_wr_lee.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/order_2011_039_districtwide.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/order_2011_038_losa_mod_ph1.pdf�

Water Shortage Order — Agricultural and Nursery Water Users in South Miami-
Dade County
e A water shortage order, effective March 26, places Phase | restrictions on agricultural and

nursery water users within the South Dade Water Use Basin. Users will limit the times
and hours of irrigation operations.

Water Shortage Order — Southern Indian Prairie Water Use Basin
e An operational order, effective March 26, allows for District operation of certain bypass
structures in the southern Indian Prairie Water Use Basin to implement the LOSA order.

Water Shortage Order — Permitted Water Users in Broward and Palm Beach
Counties

e A water shortage order, effective March 26, places Phase | restrictions on agricultural,
nursery and diversion and impoundment permittees that use or divert surface and
ground water in these counties.

o0 Withdrawals from surface waters by specified users will be reduced 15 percent.
o0 Agricultural and nursery operations will limit the hours of irrigation.

Other Actions

The District continues to closely monitor water levels. Links to more information about
water shortage orders and warnings, current weather and water conditions and water-
saving tips can be found at www.sfwmd.gov/waterwatch.

Emergency Operations

e The SFWMD’s Emergency Operations Center is currently at a Level 2 activation to
monitor and plan activities associated with the 2011 Water Shortage.

Environment-Related Activities

e Scientists monitored apple snail egg production at the new hatchery at Lemkin Creek.
Native apple snails are the primary food source for the endangered Everglades snail kite.

e Preparations were made for bulrush planting in Lake Okeechobee to protect areas of
lake bottom that were previously improved.

Navigation

¢ Recent rainfall temporarily improved navigation potential in the Kissimmee River. The

S-193 navigation lock at Taylor Creek in Okeechobee County is open only on Saturdays
and Sundays. S-193 will be closed if the lake level drops to 11 feet NGVD. These locks
on the north shore of Lake Okeechobee remain closed:

0 S-135 at J&S Fish Camp in Martin County

0 G-36 at Henry Creek in Okeechobee County

0 S-127 at Buckhead Ridge in Glades County

0 S-131 at Lakeport in Glades County

Liaison
e Workshops on compliance with water restrictions and presentations regarding the water
shortage and water conservation continue to be provided to local governments.


http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/order_2011_042_sdade.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/order_2011_041_bypass_ip.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/order_2011_040_lec.pdf�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/waterwatch�
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Media inquiries can be directed to:

Randy Smith

South Florida Water Management District

Office: (561) 682-2800 or Cellular: (561) 389-3386



